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PRINCIPLES AND PROGRAM 
OF THE SHERPAS LAB

The approach adopted by the SHERPAS Lab since its foundation in 2002 promotes dialogue between disciplines of socio-
logy, history, psychology and physiology, and respect for each other’s academic practices. These scientific approaches 
shape the identity of the SHERPAS Lab and place it at the intersection of science and technology of physical sports activi-
ties and social sciences. For a quarter of a century, the lab has been committed to studying sports as a scientific topic as 
well as a social construct. In 2018 a new scientific program was launched, with the goal to interpret the use of the body 
in the context of physical and sports activities (PSA) and of physical and sports education (PSE), within the framework of 
the reconstruction and disintegration of social belonging. Our studies aim to examine whether PSA and PSE affect the 
construction or the consistency of the recognition and protection of the personal and social identities and if so, to what 
extent.

We study these relationships from the opposite perspective: we also seek to know how the isolation of individuals, the 
threatened cohesion of society, and the decline of institutions can influence the APS and the EPS. During our research 
carried out in various contexts and fields, the focus shifted to situations where physical, social, economic, psychological 
vulnerabilities are detectable. Through adopting multidisciplinary scientific approaches, the conscious use of materials 
and measures, and being aware of the limitations of these research tools, the lab members carry out high quality research 
of vulnerabilities. This program is completely in line with the third strategic pillar of Artois University.
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MORE NEWS ABOUT 
THE SHERPAS LAB

Web
sherpas.univ-artois.fr
Twitter
@SHERPASArtois 

Address
Atelier Sherpas
Faculté des sports 
et de l’éducation physique
Chemin du Marquage 
62800 LIÉVIN
Phone : 00 33 3 ????

Our PhD School in Human and 
Social Sciences (ED SHS n°586)
University of Picardie Jules Verne 
Address: 
Pôle Citadelle
Bâtiment E - 2ème étage
Administration – bureau 2.03
10, rue des français libres
80080 Amiens
edshs@u-picardie.fr
Phone:  00 33 3 64 26 83 32

Our research coordinator 
for doctoral studies :
Cyrielle Tirman
Université d’Artois
9 rue du Temple
62000 Arras
cyrielle.tirman@univ-artois.fr
Phone : 00 33 3 21 60 37 10 

SHERPAS Lab facts 
Since 2013: 150 scientific articles in peer-reviewed journals (Scima-
go); 5 scientific books; 22 book chapters; 14 editorials; 250 scienti-
fic communications, 80 scientific reviews; 4 dissemination books; 30 
dissemination articles; more than 90 media appearances; 100 disse-
mination talks; 70 invited talks; more than 112 reviews of articles and 
books; 16 program reviews, 32 PhD jury memberships for other labs, 
more than 20 scientific events organized (open seminars and sym-
posiums), participation in 33 selection committees (for other labs); 
38 grants with a total amount of €900,000; 3 scholarships and dis-
tinctions; 5 PhD contracts; 20 guest lecturers and visiting professors 
and a foreign researcher as part of the Support for Hosting Scientific 
Research Talents (STaRS) of the Hauts de France Regional Council.

Director : 
Williams Nuytens 
Email : williams.nuytens@univ-artois.fr 

The Sports Cultures collection
The Cultures Sportives collection was published in 2002. It is built 
on the contextualization and theoretical interpretation, the esta-
blishment of historical and sociological constructs by using empiri-
cal methods, and the highlighting of processes and ruptures by the 
authors. It thus explores the links between history, sociology and 
other social and human sciences (anthropology, ethnology, geogra-
phy and psychology) through pioneering works in methodology and 
social objects. The themes introduced are in the main stream of the 
current scientific program of the SHERPAS Lab. Since 2018, focusing 
on vulnerabilities, it has been devoted to the interpretation of the 
use of the body in the context of physical and sports activities, in the 
context of physical and sports education and in the framework of the 
reconstruction and disintegration of social belonging. Consequently, 
the publications are inherent parts of the Third Strategic Pillar of Ar-
tois University (“Reconstruction of social belonging: measurement, 
interpretation and intervention”). The collection is open to resear-
chers in France and abroad. Two divisions were developed to pro-
mote new books: “Terrains” and “Essais libres”. The first includes long 
studies, habilitation thesis books, thematic dictionaries, summaries 
and collective works. The second supports sports specialists who are 
not members of the scientific community such as elite athletes, do-
cumentarians, prison sports instructors, retired physical education 
and sports teachers and actors.

Director of the collection: Stanislas Frenkiel
stanislas.frenkiel@univ-artois.fr

For more information:                                                                                                                        
http://apu.univ-artois.fr/Revues-et-col-
lections/Cultures-sportives
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Follow SHERPAS Lab on Twitter : 
@SHERPASArtois

Visit the website of the 
SHERPAS Lab :  
http://sherpas.univ-artois.fr/
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Team 

Gianni Marasa
Representative 

of junior researchers Laure Sochala

Anaïs Déas Hugues Edik Arthur Hochede

Thomas WalgraefGrégoire Duvant Cindy Louchet

Thibault DelfaveroNounagnon Agbangla Elise Decorte

Research associates

Mathieu Ternoy

Julie Duflos

Kévin Rigaud

Junior researchers

(for a more detailed introduction please visit: 
http://sherpas.univ-artois.fr/Equipe)

Teacher-researchers

Annie CartonNicolas Blondel

Loïc Sallé

Camille Amoura
Representative of 

Teacher-researchers

Stanislas Frenkiel

Isabelle Caby

Nicolas Penin

Williams Nuytens
Director

Nathalie Jelen
Assistant Director

Sarah Pochon Claire ToulotteLaurence Munoz

Denis Bernardeau-
Moreau

Gabor Orosz

some partners

Communauté de Communes Osartis Marquion

Lilla Török


